
zation in which part of the officers are commis-
sioned by the President and part appointed by
the Secretary of the Treasury under the rules
and regulations of the United States Civil Ser-
vice Commission. It may better be considered
a sanitary police organization, a civil organiza-
tion charged with the administration of laws re-

lating to public health but without military rank
or power. It is the nearest thing we have to a
National Board of Health. There is no reason

why it should not be conducted on broad busi-
ness lines and appoint such officers as are best
qualified for local needs. One of the best things
that could happen would be for Congress to
recognize it as a beginning of a National De-
partment of Health and place or reorganize it
on a liberal civil service basis. If this service
is feai'ed for any good reason by the commercial
interests it is time it was reorganized on such
a basis that it would be welcomed.

In an organized service with the functions of
the Public Health Service a distinctive uniform
is necessary for certain work, to distinguish
grades, for discipline, and identification. For
this purpose a simple uniform ought not to be
difficult to devise. The uniform of the New York
State Quarantine Service which is of a decided
distinctive type has never yet been the cause of
delay or complaint of delay in the work.

To sum up, there is nothing under the law
which local officials can grant but what the fed-
eral officials can grant. It is a question whether
the community prefers to pay the cost of main-
taining a station for emergency, whether it
would be better for the commercial and shipping
interests to have local officials or federal officials
administer the federal law, and whether the
large interests of public health are not to be
regarded above all local and personal considera-
tions.

At a meeting of the City Council on Jan. 30
the proposed ordinance, effecting the quarantine
transfer, was rejected without prejudice, in
order that the matter may be brought up as new
business before the new Council next week.

A CAREER OF PROFESSIONAL AND
PUBLIC SERVICE.

On the first of February, Dr. John Hildreth
McCollom retired after a service to the City of
Boston in various medical capacities for forty-
two years, the past twenty years of which were

spent at the Boston City Hospital. During
these years he has made a notable record of pro-
fessional and public service, and his retirement
from more active participation in the adminis-
tration of the hospital is an important loss to
that institution.

After serving throughout the Civil War as

hospital steward in the Thirtieth Regiment of
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Dr. McCollom
first established his connection with the Boston
City Hospital as house officer in 1868. In 1872
lie became assistant to the city physician of Bos-
ton and served in that capacity until 1881 when
he ^became himself city physician. In this capac-
ity he served the public faithfully and efficiently
until 1895, when he was appointed resident phy-
sician of the newly opened South Department.
Here he served until 1909, acting since 1900 as

physician for infectious diseases. It was during
this period that he made his most valuable con-
tributions to medical science.

Dr. McCollom's contributions to medical lit-
erature began early in his career. His first arti-
cles on "The Use of the Obstetric Forceps" and
' ' The Smallpox Epidemic in Boston, ' ' were pub-
lished in this Journal in 1882 (Vol. 107, page
266 and 344 respectively). Following these the
bibliography of his publications forms an import-
ant list of over thirty-five titles, covering a wide
range of medical and surgical subjects. Most
noteworthy of all these are his contributions on

diphtheria, representing the results of his epoch-
making work at the South Department. At the
time when Dr. McCollom took charge of this de-
partment the mortality rate from diphtheria was
18 per 10.000 of population and nearly 50% of
those infected. This was just before the intro-
duction of intubation and antitoxin. It was the
great achievement of Dr. McCollom by intro-
ducing these measures, not without opposition,
and by the persistent efficiency of his own watch-
ful professional care, to reduce the incidence
and mortality of diphtheria almost immediately
to their present low rate. Our feeling of se-

curity against this frightful scourge of human-
ity is now so familiar and easily assumed that
we are prone to forget how great a service this
was to mankind and to the progress of medical
science. Dr. McCollom has won international
recognition for this and for his similar work in
the supression of scarlatina, as evidence of which
he was chosen in 1908, from among the entire
medical profession, to write the chapters on
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diphtheria and scarlet fever in Osier's "Modern
Medicine." As city physician and as superin-
tendent of the South Department, Dr. McCol-
lom put into effect in practice the modern meth-
ods in control of contagious infections, so that
since the opening of the South Department in
1895 there has been no general epidemic of scar-

let fever in Boston comparable with those in
previous years. The statistics of these diseases
are modestly but eloquently presented in a series
of graphic charts published by Dr. McCollom
in 1914.

Upon the retirement of Dr. Rowe in 1909, Dr.
McCollom became superintendent of the Boston
City Hospital and for the past six years has
displayed in that office the same zealous effi-
ciency of public service that he showed as city
physician and at the South Department. This
period has been marked by important progress
in the development of the hospital in which Dr.
McCollom has had a prominent and guiding part.
No detail of administration was so minute as to
escape his watchful oversight. His standard of
fidelity in the littlest things of public service
was of the highest. To the discerning eye evi-
dence of this is patent in every aspect of his
work,—in the painstaking care, for instance, of
his annual reports and hospital statistics. In
his last report (the fiftieth of the hospital) is
a diagrammatic table illustrating the percentage
distribution of funds in the administration of
the hospital, a diagram requiring much pains
and labor for its preparation, and presenting
results of important value to professional hospi-
tal administrators. Dr. McCollom was not only
a public hygienist in advance of his time but
established a standard of honorable fidelity in
the administration of public funds which might
worthily serve as an exemplar to others in pub-
lic service.

Dr. McCollom has been fortunate in that his
work has been genuinely appreciated by those
of his own time and generation. In accepting
his resignation as superintendent, the trustees
wrote in part as follows:—

' ' The trustees are exceedingly sorry that your
health has compelled you to take this step. They
are reluctant to part with an associate with
whom they have enjoyed such long and pleasant
relations, and one whose unflagging zeal and
earnest and untiring efforts for its welfare have
contributed very much to the upbuilding and
high standing of the hospital. But above all
else stands the record of the great work you

have done for the South Department, which will
be a monument to you more enduring than
bronze or stone. Your unfaltering faith and
courage in the use of antitoxin, which has so
marvellously decreased the death rate from
diphtheria, has saved to the world many thou-
sands of useful lives and a grateful public will
ever hold your name in high appreciation and
gratitude for your noble services and research.
After forty-two years of faithful service for the
city of Boston, you have the consciousness of
having achieved and merited a position that
places you in the front ranks of the benefactors
of mankind. In your retirement you carry with
you the well wishes and high commendation of
the trustees and the public. The trustees extend
to you their sincere sympathy and the hope that
a well-earned rest may restore such measure of
health as to enable you to pass many years in
comfort and enjoyment."

Dr. McCollom's contributions to medical sci-
ence have also been abundantly recognized by
his colleagues, and as emeritus professor of con-

tagious diseases in the Harvard Medical School,
he holds a position at the head of his special de-
partment of medicine.

It is a matter of the greatest good fortune for
the community and the profession that Dr. Mc-
Collom's withdrawal from the hospital will leave
him free to continue in private the study and
practice of his specialty. The most cordial es-
teem and regard of the profession follow him
with wishes for continued health and activity.

His has been a long and honorable career of
professional and public service whose ripest and
most honored years are yet to come.

A HOSPITAL SHIP FOR DEEP SEA
FISHERIES.

In the issue of the Journal for November
23, 1911, we published an editorial on "The Ro-
mance of Medical Relief at Sea," describing the
plan, initiated by Drs. L. L. Williams and T. W.
Salmon to provide a hospital cruiser to patrol
the deep sea fisheries of our shore and carry
first aid to the sailors who are endangering
their lives in the common service. In 1912 a
bill aiming to embody this project in legislation
was introduced before the National Congress
by Representative Gardner, asking an appro-
priation of $50,000 for the purchase of such a

craft and for a suitable annual appropriation
for its maintenance. This bill was discussed in
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